
	  

Copyright Annie Moss-Quate 2015 
 

How to turn an iPad on and off 
 
Step 1 – turning on the iPad 
 
How do you know if an iPad is on or off? A good way to check 
this is by pressing the Home button. The Home button is the 
circular button at the bottom of the iPad as shown on the black 
iPad in the diagram below.  
 
If the iPad screen lights up when you press the Home button, 
the iPad is on. If it doesn’t, the iPad will need to be switched on 
using the Power button, which is shown at the top of the white 
iPad in the diagram below. This button is found on the top right 
of the iPad.  
 
 

 
 
Image source: Apple Inc.  
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Sometimes, you may see this image when you press the home 
button: 
 

 
 
 
 

This means your iPad has run out of battery and needs to be 
plugged in using the White charger you received with the 
device. The cable at the end of the White charger should be 
plugged into the small hole at the bottom of the iPad (it’s in the 
middle). 
 
During charging, your iPad may power on automatically when 
there is enough power for it to function. It will light up briefly to 
confirm this. If it doesn’t, that’s fine. You just need to switch it 
back on using the Power button on as shown on the previous 
page.  
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Step 2 – Turning off the iPad 
 
There are two ways to reserve power on your iPad. 
 
If you like to use your iPad a lot, you may prefer to put your 
iPad to sleep rather than completely turn it off.  
 
This is very easy. Simply press the Power button once. This 
will make the screen go black, which confirms you have put the 
iPad to sleep. All you have to do to wake it up again is press 
the Home button (see step 1 for a diagram). 
 
To turn off your iPad completely (perhaps if you want to put it 
away for a while) you need to press down the Power button 
until you see a screen like this. You should see a prompt that 
says ‘Slide to power off’.  
 
Just as you slide to 
unlock the iPad, you 
use the same motion on 
the red arrow 
sweeping left to right. 
This will complete 
turning off the iPad. If 
you change your mind 
at this point, there is a 
handy ‘Cancel’ button 
at the bottom of the 
screen, which you can 
press instead.  
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Important note 
 
You should be aware that by having your iPad asleep rather 
than completely turned off will use more power up.  
 
However, you will find that your iPad charges quite quickly 
when you plug it into its White charger. The cable on this 
charger is actually called a ‘lightening cable’ because it is so 
fast. You will notice the lightening symbol on your iPad when it 
is charging – that’s what that means! 
 
 


